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sun in Maiden's Croft, if you remember what field that is. I shall sit there and bask in the sunbeams and think of you far south. How I should love to rove about that parklike scenery of which you give such a fascinating account!
Yours ever, A. TENNYSON.
P.S. I may tell you however that young Swinburne called here the other day with a college friend of his, and we asked him to dinner, and I thought him a very modest and intelligent young fellow. Moreover I read him what you vindicated1, but what I particularly admired in him was that he did not press upon me any verses of his own. Good-bye. How desolate No. 7 B. T. must feel itself!
Several friends urged the immediate publication of the newly-written Idylls, among them Jowett, who says:
I have great pleasure in sending some books which I hope you will accept, the best books in the world (except the Bible), Homer and Plato.
I take the opportunity also of enclosing Lempri&re's Dictionary. The price is is. 6d. The bookseller valued it so little that he offered to give me the book. I have added two or three other books which I thought you might like to see, the translation of the Vedas as a specimen of the oldest thing in the world, Hegel's Philosophy of History, which is just " the increasing purpose that through the ages runs " buried under a heap of categories. If you care to look at it will you turn to the pages I have marked at the beginning ? It is a favourite book of mine. I do not feel certain of the impression it will make on anyone else.
I also send you the latest and best work on Mythology, and Bunsen's new Bibdbuch, which, from the little I have read, seems to be an interesting and valuable introduction to Scripture. What
1 Later Swinburne writes: " * Maud' is the poem of the deepest charm and fullest delight, pathos and melody ever written, even by Mr Tennyson."